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Internal Causes of Democracy Failure

in Afghanistan; 2001-2021

Mirwais Balkhi, writer and visiting
scholar at Georgetown University.

Abstract

Afghanistan’s democracy failed in 2021. Scholars have attempted to investigate
the primary factors that contributed to the dramatic failure. The majority of them
have concentrated on external reasons such as the US/traditional NATO’s battle
against the Taliban or state-sponsored terrorism that supports the Taliban outside
of Afghanistan. Internal elements in Afghanistan’s democracy failure, on the other
hand, drew little attention. There is no analytical analysis other than the publication
of factual reports by NGOs on the index of democratization in Afghanistan based on
projects. The breakdown of democracy in Afghanistan is the subject of this paper.

Keywords: State-Building, Democratization, Fraud Election, Islamic Radicalism, the
Taliban.

Introduction

Afghanistan is a country in the third world where liberal democracy is the most
recent political method in its politico-economic and environment. A strategy that
vehemently opposes the adversary in a top-down and imported approach. By insti-
tutionalizing the principles that had taken shape reality, Afghanistan’s conservative
society has seriously rejected and challenged modern values. Other neo-conserva-
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tives are developing in the face of anti-democratic principles with anti-democratic
leanings twenty years after Afghanistan’s democratization. As a result, there is a
must to take the fragility of Afghanistan’s democracy seriously and institutionalize
democracy as a new value in a gradual process (not project) and with a bottom-up
approach. Because democracy and its principles are the only way to reach an axis
that can be justified by everybody. As a result, major efforts to deepen democracy
and institutionalize its values are required.

Democracy is a form of competitive participation of individuals and groups in power
and politics, and its institutionalization and consolidation require that most political
actors adhere to democratic rules and resolve their disputes peacefully. Extra-le-
gal activities should be reduced, the field of politics should become non-violent,
and individual and group authoritarian tendencies should be limited to democratic
rules and standards. But creating legal restrictions on political activities, along with
other factors, requires a strong and democratic government. But the government
in Afghanistan cannot uphold democratic rules, standards, and institutions, and
this has led to the fragility of democracy and its threat from authoritarian groups.
Afghanistan has only had a semblance of democracy for the past two decades.
Citizens earned relative rights and freedoms as a result of this emerging order,
minorities were given breathing room, and political parties and civic organizations
were given the ability to operate. Women had some civil liberties and rights. Edu-
cation grew, trade grew, the media grew, the private sector grew, and Afghanistan’s
engagement with the rest of the world grew. Afghanistan has grown tremendously
in several political, economic, social, and cultural spheres as a result of its politi-
cal arrangement. But, with the departure of Mohammad Ashraf Ghani on August
15, 2021, this political structure, with all of its resources, fell unexpectedly and
overnight, and all institutions were dissolved. Many issues about the collapse have
been raised since then. Meanwhile, one of the most pressing concerns is the qui-
ck demise of the political system that ruled Afghanistan for nearly two decades
with the unwavering support of the international world. This letter aims to provide
answers to the questions of why Afghanistan’s democracy fell apart so fast and
readily, and what caused it.

In comparison to stable democracies in affluent countries, Afghanistan’s democra-
cy was extremely fragile. The desire of political leaders and democratic practices
of political control can overcome Afghanistan’s democracy’s fragility. We must en-
hance democratic institutions and our dedication to democratic values to turn de-
mocracy into a public political belief. Then we’ll be able to transition from a fragile
and unstable democracy to a stable one.

There is a large body of literature on Afghanistan’s democratic process, particularly
the failure of democracy following the republic government’s overnight collapse on

5 www.armanl.org



Arman YoV s VF ¥ e Yoo ool Jlo | ghodd o el o Sim 3 CJL/T

August 15, 2021, but very little of it discusses the internal difficulties that led to the
failure. One-factor studies are the only studies that focus on the internal factors of
democratic failures in Afghanistan. The researchers choose a single variable, and
the failure of democracy is justified on the axis of that factor. | believe that several
causes contributed to Afghanistan’s democratic failure between 2001 and 2021. As
a result, I'll go over each factor individually.

Internal Factors of Democracy Failure in Afghanistan

There are numerous studies on the variables that contribute to Afghanistan’s de-
mocratic failures, with a large portion of the studies focusing on external influences.
Despite the outside influence and a lack of cooperation between foreign and do-
mestic democracy builders, key internal reasons have hampered the consolidation
of Afghanistan’s young democracy. In this section, the paper discusses the factors:
1. Legitimacy Crisis

Although democracy in Afghanistan has a long history, the political, economic, and
cultural conditions in the country have caused people to have different percep-
tions and mentalities about it. Following the Bonn Conference (2001), the Afgha-
nistan government must have formed based on the people’s desire, and through
free and fair elections, democracy could be established for the nation where the
politicians, could draw their political legitimacy from the people’s will, considering
the country’s constitution. Legal legitimacy, in reality, has supplanted traditional
legitimacy. In a legal and democratic process based on the legal system and a free
and fair political competition, the leader and politician gain legal legitimacy. The
growth and development of civil society, which was achieved through electoral
systems and a majority of votes, resulted in rational legitimacy. In a recent survey
by the Asia Foundation, more than half of respondents (51%) said that democra-
cy means freedom. One-third (33%) answered that democracy means peace and
another quarter (26%) called it rights, law, etc. In this poll, they were asked “If a
country is called democratic, what does this mean for you?”

Democracy Index

Freedom Peace Law People Govt IslamicDemocracy Women Rights

Asia Foundation Survey- Afghanistan People, 2007
6 www.armanl.org
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The findings of this study show that although democracy for most people means
freedom, for many it has no meaning other than peace. In the same study, when
people were asked what their main expectations are of democracy 34% of people
said that peace is the most important gift of democracy in Afghanistan, 30% said
freedom, 23% said rights and law, 22% described a representative government as
the great gift of democracy in Afghanistan while believing it was Islamic democracy
and 21% called the reduction of corruption the great outcome of democracy. But
the provision of peace and security depends on the strengthening of anti-corrup-
tion and the expansion of the capacity of the state, and democracy is merely a
means of exercising power and sovereignty. Therefore, there will be no peace and
security unless government agencies expand their ability to monopolize violence
and government sovereignty in different parts of the country.

It is natural that in those circumstances the legitimacy of democracy was dimi-
nishing day by day in the eyes of public opinion and the people were becoming
more and more frustrated with democracy. A study by Integrity Watch Afghanistan
which was conducted in 13 provinces of the country shew that weak and corrupt
government departments have a direct impact on legitimacy and empowerment.
The study also shows that government corruption also affects the legitimacy and
international capacity of the government and the absorption of foreign aid. Thus,
the weakness and inability of the government would also challenge the legitimacy
of the new democracy and prevent its consolidation.

When we examine the sources of political legitimacy in Afghanistan’s past political
regimes, we find that they sought legitimacy in these two areas because of their
ethnic orientation on the one hand and religious discrimination on the other, but
that in some sections, of course, they cross-sectionally and immediately rely on
the element of nationality or nationalism. However, the disparities between the
people and the government were more obvious in Afghanistan’s political systems.
The Mujahidin administration inflamed ethnic tensions and provoked civil war, and
the Mujahidin were unable to form a powerful central government to meet the
people’s aspirations. The Islamic Emirate even abused the legitimate freedoms of
the people under their religion and religion oppressively. They utilized religion to
commit murders and assassinations that are unheard of in any other political sys-
tem. Following the Taliban, the US and its allies” manipulation at the Bonn Summit
put into question the legitimacy of the interim Karzai government. During his reign,
Hamid Karzai was unable to satisfy the Afghan people. Following the 2014 elec-
tions, the United States constituted a government based on a political memoran-
dum that fully rejected the will of the people, in violation of the country’s consti-
tution. This, in and of itself, demonstrates the national unity government’s lack of
legitimacy. In short, the Afghan people have spent three decades facing a world
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of adversity that has resulted in the deaths of thousands of residents as well as
spiritual and material belongings. These examples illustrate that after communist
governments, political systems have suffered a crisis of legitimacy, which has done
the biggest harm to democracy and the democratic system and has pushed future
governments into regression and darkness.

2. Prevailed Insecurities

Consolidation of democracy requires non-violence in politics and peaceful com-
petition. Fomenting political assassination attempts to overthrow the government
through violence, kidnapping, destruction of public property, and any acts of beha-
vior that incite insecurity and violence undermine the foundations of democracy
and pose a serious threat to the competitive participation of the people. Therefore,
the growth of insurgent groups in Afghanistan was also one of the major challenges
to democracy in the country. The growth of these groups, which is largely rooted in
the weakness and inability of the government, was targeting the entire new politi-
cal system of Afghanistan and was trying to restore its desired governments. They
guestion the values of the new constitution and question the achievements of the
post-Taliban regime.

The Taliban regime collapsed in 2001, but the war never ended and continued spo-
radic and limited. Bombings, attacks against army forces, assassinations, and so
on continued in different parts of the country, but in general, there was public se-
curity in the country. The first move of the insurgents to reorganize could be seen
in September 2002. The first insurgent training base was established in Pakistan
around the aforesaid year, and their propaganda leaflets began with conscription in
Afghanistan and Pakistan. During this year military operations intensified, and the
Taliban launched roadside mines, rocket attacks, and even carried attacks against
helicopters. But in general, these attacks were not very noticeable and took place
in remote areas.

In 2003, the first Taliban military base was established in Dai Chupan, Zabul pro-
vince, and according to some sources, there were about 1,000 fighters (Bakhtar,
28/04/2003). Fifty-member groups, divided into groups of five, were also obser-
ved in other areas, and operations against security forces in the east and south,
especially near the Pakistani border, increased in the summer of the same year.
The largest attacks took place in Zabul province and in the summer the province
was completely under the control of the Taliban. In 2004, they established a new
base in Uruzgan and Kandahar provinces, and in 2005-2006 expanded their bases
in Kandahar and Helmand. During this time, the Taliban’s influence spread to many
parts of the west, the center, and around Kabul, and this trend is expanding. Their
operations spread around Kabul in 2008 and some cases even inside the city. The
following statistics show the growth of insurgent operations over the years. The
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growth of insurgent groups is the biggest threat to democracy in Afghanistan, and
experts have expressed differing views on the factors behind the growth of these
groups. Among the various theories, four views are more important.

Due to the multi-ethnic structure of Afghanistan’s budding democratic government,
ethnicity has played an important role. This order was able to turn plurality into a
reinforcing component of the political system by implementing the democratic po-
litics model; nevertheless, not only did this not happen, but we have observed the
ethnicization of politics and the politicization of ethnicities day by day. Power has
been defined in terms of ethnicity throughout the last two decades, particularly
in the last few years, and the amount of ethnicization of politics has increased.
Ethnicity determines political activity in ethnic politics. Based on ethnicity, power
distribution, elections, support and non-support, ruler accountability and transpa-
rency, and leader efficiency and inefficiency are all measured and rated. Because in
this model of ethnic politics, political acts and reactions, values, cultural identity,
and everything revolve around ethnicity, this criterion is done in contrast to the cri-
terion of democratic order. This deprives the building of a democratic society and
democratic administration of its foundations.

According to this view, 50% of the Taliban government was composed of diffe-
rent Pashtun groups, and the other Tajik, Hazara, and Uzbek tribes did not play a
role. However, following the fall of the Taliban, the composition of the government
changed, and the participation of other tribes became more prominent. This led to
the dissatisfaction of some Pashtuns and led to their confrontation with the new
government. Thus, the main motive of the insurgents is ethnic rivalries, and their
tribal allegiances have made them inclined to revolt and oppose the new govern-
ment (Hussaini, 2021).

3. Widespread Corruption

Corruption was one of the most significant internal factors of Afghanistan’s demo-
cratic failure. Corruption was a scourge that infiltrated the entire fabric of the sys-
tem from beginning to finish, rotting the political order and robbing it of any desire
to reform and stabilize it. The country’s widespread corruption had impeded ins-
titutions from succeeding in their work and providing services to the people. The
truth is that Afghanistan had fallen into the hands of a corrupt mafia in the last two
decades; a mafia that squandered a tremendous historical chance by dumping the
country’s vast resources into the pockets of ravenous selfish people like «windfall
money.» Afghanistan was placed 165th out of 180 nations polled in Transparency
International’s 2020 report on corruption rankings (Pazhwak News, 01/28/2021).
The Afghan governmental system had devolved into a «corruption power» as a re-
sult of the systematic and rising corruption of Kleptocracy. Many powerful Afghans
and local figures had been vying for their «fair share» of foreign aid. As Afghan rob-
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bers erected colorful palaces inside and outside of Afghanistan, from Dubai to Was-
hington, London to Istanbul, and other places throughout the world, their trade
increased, and their travels and high-profile circles flourished, the windfall income
came from corruption.

Another view is that many insurgents were materially motivated and seek to earn a
living by inciting insurgency and insecurity. According to this view, during the three
decades of war in Afghanistan, a generation of fighters has grown up whose inco-
me depends on war and insecurity, and who earn their living through war. Poverty
and unemployment in the country aggravate the issue and provide them with more
soldiers while strengthening their motivation. Thus, profit-seeking is the main mo-
tive for the current insurgency in Afghanistan, and in fact, the current insurgency is
a different kind of theft and banditry.

Individualism in Afghanistan politics and widespread corruption in government de-
partments increase the likelihood of using government facilities to the benefit of
certain candidates and undermine the credibility of elections. The «weak govern-
ment authority and corruption within government institutions made many people
see the biggest challenge in the elections as using the government facilities to elect
certain individuals» (Asia Foundation, 2007). Therefore, the weakness of the go-
vernment in Afghanistan had a detrimental effect on the elections and prevents
their free and fair conduct.

4. Ideological beliefs

After four decades, we are gradually watching the Hanafi religion evolve into
«neo-Hanbalism» and the Shiite religion’s conventional form shift. Similarly, our
concept of politics and governance, which was formerly a monarchy or a constitu-
tional monarchy, shifts and gives way to a type of Islamic administration in which
Sharia implementation is debated, which provides fertile ground for extremism.
However, it is preferable to examine how radical groups have infiltrated and alte-
red culture over the last four decades! When a culture’s stability is interrupted, the
elements of culture fluctuate as well (Amiri, 11/09/2017).

According to this view, the main motive of the insurgents in Afghanistan has been
ideological. The insurgents’ beliefs in Afghanistan, especially the Taliban, are rooted
in Deobandi’s beliefs. The Deobandis have a conservative reading of Islam and seek
to bring life back to the time of the Prophet of Islam. According to them, «women
do not have the right to education and work, etc.» (Jones, 2008). But in the new
Afghan government, the legitimate freedoms of groups and individuals were gua-
ranteed, and new values such as democracy and human rights have been explicitly
stated in the Afghanistan constitution. The insurgents, therefore, saw their beliefs
in conflict with the policies of the republic government, and their activities were
religiously motivated.
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For decades, Afghanistan’s public colleges have been smoldering in the crucible of
state and religious doctrine. Since the 1978 coup d’état, the country’s public uni-
versities - particularly Kabul University and Kabul Medical University - have lost re-
lative independence, educational quality, and all of their cultural and economic ca-
pital, until they were fully overturned during the jihad and Taliban administration.
In the current circumstances, public colleges are entirely influenced by the same
historical and structural events that occurred in the past, resulting in our deplo-
rable cultural lag. The university administration has yet to be able to free this insti-
tution from political colonialism, financial and economic reliance, social hindrance,
and ideological tools. Unfortunately, these issues were not only marginalized in our
society, but the leadership of our public universities had never been able or ready
to consider the independence and culture of academia (Faeez, 09/11/2017).

5. An unable government

With the establishment of the new government in Afghanistan since its beginning
in 2002, the international community’s aid flowed into the country, and the people
expected their country to be reconstructed after three decades of war and to be
provided with jobs, good life, and security. However, reconstruction was slow, and
the government was not able to provide security and provide public services to the
people from 2001to 2021.

The security situation was deteriorating day by day and the government’s soverei-
gnty beyond Kabul and some of the country’s major cities was challenged and it was
absent in many areas. The scope of insecurity in and around Kabul was expanded,
and in post-2014, in addition to security, there have been many kidnappings on
highways leading to Kabul, attacks on checkpoints, and assassinations. The govern-
ment could not defend the lives of the people and distrust of the government was
growing every day. In addition, the government failed to provide public services
to the people. Poverty and unemployment were on the rise, and more and more
young people were moving to neighboring countries in search of jobs. There was
and still no electricity in the capital.

The weakness and inability of the government paved the way for the recruitment
and expansion of insurgent activities. According to the Afghan National Directorate
of Security (NDS), «the inability of the government in rural areas was the main rea-
son for the growth of the Taliban, and the most urgent need to confront the Taliban
in the villages was good governance, honest and competent leaders to manage
government institutions.» According to this report, a large number of people in the
rural areas of Zabul, Helmand, Kandahar, and Uruzgan considered the government
as corrupt (Jones, 2008: 20). In these areas «people and government officials were
both dissatisfied with the government’s judiciary and believe that criminals had
immunity, and the government is unable to punish them.» the report said (Ibid,
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20). Because they were either not arrested, or the judge acquitted them, or they
were released from prison by paying bribes. This emboldens the insurgents and
provides the ground for their greater activity. «The police and the Afghan National
Army (ANA) have failed to provide security for the villagers.» When the villagers
asked the government for help, the police either arrived late or went to the wrong
address» the report added (Asia Foundation, 2007). Thus, «villagers who have coo-
perated with the government have been forced to leave their homes and the area»
(ibid). This has paved the way for the further growth of the Taliban and strengthe-
ned them.

6. Fraud Elections

The election is one of the pillars of democracy; it is one of the mechanisms that
allow for democratic practice. This aspect plays a significant role in the success or
failure of democracies. However, in Afghanistan, this approach was always defec-
tive, and it not only failed to aid in the growth of democracy, but it also resulted
in widespread vulgarity and the denigration of residents’ ballots. Each election in
Afghanistan brought with its additional failures and pledges. As a result, the elec-
tion process had devolved into a play show. The citizens’ vote lost its value, and
under the guise of elections and the crystallization of the people’s will, the worst
kind of modern tyranny was imposed on the people using democratic methods.
The weakness of the government, the inability to control monopolies of power,
widespread corruption, the weakness of government institutions in Afghanistan
have raised many doubts about the conduct of elections in Afghanistan. According
to the Asia Foundation poll, where people were asked “How confident are you that
the Afghan government on its own (without the help of the international commu-
nity) can conduct free and fair elections?» More than half of the people answered
that they have some trust and 19% stated that they are very confident and 12%
answered that they are completely distrustful. Respondents who said they did not
trust the government were asked why they did not trust them, and in response,
25% cited the government’s weakness, 24% mentioned the lack of security, and
19% underlined corruption as the reason for their distrust. According to experts,
the weakness and inability of the Afghan government make holding elections in
this country face the following challenges (Asia Foundation, 2007).

Lack of security in the country affected the elections from different aspects. On
the one hand, the Taliban was trying to disrupt the registration process and polling
stations, and by threatening the people to prevent them from registering to vote,
and on the other hand, powerful local individuals were trying to change the elec-
tion process to their favor by creating insecurity. There were groups and factions in
the country that directly benefit from insecurity and instability. They had economic
and political benefits. They are trying to implement a pre-election instability strate-
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gy because they are using it to consolidate their power in the election process.
They grew up in an insecure environment and can no longer function in another
environment.

In situations of insecurity, only powerful individuals and groups could run for office
and campaign freely, or individuals who were affiliated with powerful groups and
parties. In addition, the government and the security forces were used to promote
in favor of certain candidates. Thus, insecurity had a detrimental effect on can-
didates. Holding elections in Afghanistan required registration, staff training, and
public education due to the lack of a population census. Problems in doing any of
these procedures affected the entire election process and made it difficult.

The Taliban and anti-government groups had always stated that they would prevent
elections in any way possible. Their efforts undoubtedly increased during the elec-
tion. Intimidation and electoral violence, given the weakness of the security forces
in the country, was undoubtedly one of their main tools, and has happened in
previous elections (albeit limited) and increased in the other elections, especially
in 2020. In situations of insecurity, the threat of people voting for specific candi-
dates, the buying and selling of popular votes, and interference in the counting of
votes by the power increased, making it difficult to hold fair and free elections. In
the 2004 election, the Asia Foundation reported across the country that (60%) of
people were concerned about buying and selling votes, and (50%) were concerned
about election fraud.

People's Confidence on Election

60%
50%

40%

20%
10% oo QR R

0% - s A= -
High Confidence Medium Low Confidence No Confidence Not Answered Don’t Know
Confidence

Asia Foundation Survey- Afghanistan People, 2007
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7. Dependent judiciary
The independence of the judiciary means that it is free from the interference of the
executive and legislative branches on the one hand and the impartiality of judges
in the judicial process. Thus, the independence of the judiciary is composed of
two institutional and individual elements. According to the first element, the judi-
ciary is freed from the interference of government organizations and institutions,
but according to the second element, judges are free from the threats posed by
smugglers, criminals, and so on. But the general situation in Afghanistan had left
the judiciary with many shortcomings on both sides. According to an author, «As
it turns out, many judges assumed their status with the help of support networks.
This claim was reinforced by a large number of judges of certain ethnicities relative
to their percentage in the population (Kippen, 2008: 7).
Widespread insecurity had also created a major obstacle to the independence and
impartiality of judges and has prevented judges from passing their verdicts by legal
standards. One of the judges said: «One day | issued a verdict against one of the
influential people in the village. After that, the man warned me and said: ‘Now how
can you return home safe and sound?’ «Because | was not from the area, | had no
one to protect me, | was very scared, and | was forced to change my judgment in
favor of him» (Kippen, 2008: 72). Therefore, the independence of judges in Afgha-
nistan was distorted and there was a lot of ambiguity.
The selection of prominent and competent judges was a vital tool in ensuring the
rule of law in the country. But in the Afghan judiciary, there were very few trained
cadres and various members of the judiciary suffered from a shortage of human
resources. Accordingly, an assessment shows that the Attorney General can inves-
tigate and prosecute simple crimes such as theft and robbery. However, it could not
yet investigate and prosecute complex criminal cases, such as organized crime, ter-
rorist acts, embezzlement, and the crimes of high-ranking officials. The reason for
this was the lack of familiarity with advanced research methods, limited resources,
their inability to gather specific evidence before the arrest, etc.
Statistics related to the educational level of judges also show the lack of human re-
sources and lack of meritocracy in this system. According to these statistics, one-fif-
th of judges are educated at the school level. And 16.1 have a private education
and many have graduated from the Faculty of Sharia.
8. Politicized Security Forces
The security forces were the only true guardians in the country, fighting day and
night for the people’s health and the political system’s survival. They were able to
execute their purpose towards a good society and people in the last few years des-
pite having low resources. During Ghani’s administration, the security forces were
weakened by their politicization. Politics had entered the security forces during this
time, and they had become politically unpredictable. The key signifier, ethnicity,
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Afghanistan Human Resource Report, Center for Policy & Human Development, 2007

was at the center of the security forces’ politicization. According to the sign, expe-
rienced generals and officers of other races and ethnicities were removed from the
security forces’ train under various pretexts of age, ethnicity, and language, and
replaced with those with no prior military experience. Trained and professional
police are essential elements of the rule of law, and in the absence or weakness of
police forces in a country, it is impossible to deal with offenders, prevent personal
insecurity, and prevent violence and insecurity in the country. But three decades
of war in the country and the loss of monopoly control of violence by the govern-
ment have resulted in the composition and quality of the police being such that it
prevents meritocracy in the organization. In certain ways, the politicization of the
security forces was crucial for the citadel. For starters, it aided in the consolidation
of their control. Second, it allowed them to execute any software they wanted
without interruption. Third, it allowed them to shape the country to their liking
in a safe manner. However, the politicization of security forces had a disastrous
effect on the Afghan political system, as all of the country’s security forces’ current
capabilities were subjected to political games. Corruption was also widespread in
this organization. «Extortion in security checkpoints, asking for money instead of
the necessary documents, and bribery to avoid criminal acts are among the most
common issues. Abuse of authority is also a crime, and only some of the cruel acts
committed by the police were reported» (Afghanistan Human Resource Report,
2007: 84).

In general, the rule of law institutions in Afghanistan have many shortcomings and
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according to public opinion polls, the rule of law institutions (courts and police)
have the most corruption. The following statistics also indicate this. This has caused
a large number of people to be disappointed with the country’s political system,
citing the government’s failure. The following statistics published by the Asia Foun-
dation show this. Question: Do you think that things are going in the right direction
in Afghanistan right now, or do you think things are going in the wrong direction

and why?
Causes Responses | Kabul East | Central-South | Central-West | West North | Central

No Proper Trajec- | 1486 225 126 267 227 194 319 129
tories of Works
Insecurities 48 38 62 52 70 55 29 42
Bad Govt 15 15 7 11 8 12 19 35
Unemployment 15 17 12 15 10 11 15 25
Corruption 15 17 11 11 8 18 11 35
Weak Economy 12 14 12 11 10 20 13 5
Taliban Threats 9 6 7 9 13 14 10
No Construction |8 7 9 6 7 9 12
Weak Leadership |7 11 3 2 13
Low-Quality 5 3 4 4 10 2 3 11
Education

Asia Foundation Survey- Afghanistan People, 2007

9. Weak Civil Society and Challenging Expressions

Freedom of expression and the growth of the press are a means of overseeing go-
vernment officials and a means of expressing the demands of the people. As long
as there is no independent press in a political system, democracies will always be
fragile. Weak governance, insecurity, the presence of dozens of armed groups in
the country, weak rule of law, and lack of government control over different parts of
the country have led to many restrictions on freedom of expression and the press,
despite guaranteeing freedom of expression in the constitution and the press. Ac-
cording to a report released by the United Nations from January 2006 to February
2007, the press in Afghanistan faced many threats, including harassment, insults,
fines, threats, arrests, and killings of journalists. Nai, an organization supporting
open media in Afghanistan published a report in 2006 stating that the following
restrictions apply to the Afghan press.

Creating barriers and problems for journalists’ activities was one of the limitations
of journalism in Afghanistan. There were many cases in which journalists had faced
many problems by governmental and non-governmental individuals and institu-
tions and had stopped working just because of their beliefs. Khalil Roman, a pre-
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sidential press adviser, was one of them. «One day when | was about to go to work
in the Gul Khana Palace, my card was confiscated by the guards. | took my card
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Asia Foundation Survey- Afghanistan People, 2007

a few days later, but later the guards stopped me from entering the palace and
kept me waiting for hours ... and finally, | was forced to resign,” he said (Roman,
17/02/2021).

The Detention of journalists was another example of restrictions on the press and
freedom of expression in Afghanistan. Sayyid Ahmad Ghaneie was the managing
director of the historical magazine was one of them. He was detained for 22 days by
coalition forces in Bagram and Kandahar but was eventually released and acquitted
of the charges. Although the number of these cases was small and not widespread,
due to the general situation in the country, it was one of the main threats to jour-
nalists which always threatens them.

Explosions and bombings were another media threat in Afghanistan. The insecu-
rity in the country had caused the explosions and bombings to increase every day.
But its scope sometimes extended to the media as well. An explosion on Afghan
National Television in the Khogyani district of Nangarhar province is one such case
(Debrix, 2006). This TV station was made by a company, but after a while, it was
destroyed by opposition groups, and it was never put into operation.

There were also insults and beatings of journalists in Afghanistan. In many cases,
journalists were insulted by different individuals and groups. The attitude of Herat
police officers towards the incidents in this city was one of these cases. The head of
Tolo TV said in this regard that Mohammad Reza Shirmohammadi has been beaten
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by the police in Herat and has been forced to prepare his reports in favor of certain
groups (Staley, 2017). Many journalists have been killed by unknown individuals
in recent years. The assassination of Ajmal Nagshbandi, a BBC Radio reporter in
Helmand (Williams, 2011), the assassination of Shakiba Amaj, a Shamshad TV pre-
senter in Kabul (Osman, 2014), and the managing director of Radio Peace in Jabal
al-Siraj (Pain, 2012), has been the notable examples.

The insecurity in the country has prevented many people from expressing their
views freely for security reasons. According to a 2007 poll, 42% of people answe-
red this question: «Do most people feel free to express their political views where
you live?» They stated that they did not feel that way. Statistics were different in
different parts of the country. And in urban areas, it felt freer, while in rural areas
it felt less free. Respondents to the question of what is the reason for their lack of
freedom of expression? 36% cited security conditions, 34% insecurity, 25% Taliban
presence, and 22% mentioned other reasons. Why do people in your area not have
the freedom to express their political views? (Asia Foundation, 2007).

The growth of independent associations, groups, and trade unions was a precondi-
tion for any democracy. Because these groups were, on the one hand, a means of
expressing the demands of the people and on the other hand monitoring the ac-
tivities of the government and preventing the tyranny of the rulers. However, the
weakness of the government, widespread corruption, and the security situation in
the country led people, despite their legal freedoms, to refrain from participating
in various activities for security reasons, and to participate less in group activities.
According to public opinion polls (32%) respondents stated that they were afraid
to «participate in solving problems in their community» and participate in it with
a little fear and are afraid of peaceful demonstrations (37%), in an office (26%)
and a confrontation with Police (25%). Public fears about participating in solving
national problems vary between men and women, with 44% of women saying they
were scared but 32% of men saying they were scared. In peaceful demonstrations
(29%) women also stated that they were very afraid of participating in peaceful de-
monstrations. The level of concern at work in public offices also varies in different
parts of the country and in some areas this concern reaches 50% (Asia Foundation,
2007).

10. Marginalized Women

The participation of women in the political arena is one of the obvious manifesta-
tions of the strengthening of democracy in a country. The presence of women in
political forums, the press, demonstrations, ballot boxes, and efforts to win over
popular votes shows that democratic values have deepened and that people can
participate in political activities with peace of mind. But in nascent democracies,
there are high barriers to political participation, especially for women, and their
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participation is fraught with difficulties.

Insecurity, poverty, poor literacy rate, and awareness in Afghanistan have also led
to many restrictions on women’s participation. The main obstacle was insecurity in
the country. Having many children and having duties and insecurity had resulted
that the husbands preventing their wives from taking part in politics. Threats from
insecurity, although affecting political participation, deprive students of many poli-
tical activities and place serious obstacles in their way.

Security in women’s participation was like a stronghold that did not allow any
conspiratorial enemy to pass through. In an interview we conducted with 30 wo-
men activists in politics, 22 of them described a degree of living that was relatively
secure and saw security as a contributing factor to their political activities» (Asia
Foundation, 2007). The following statistics also show the role of security in wo-
men’s participation. In a survey of 198 women by the Women and Children Rights
Research Institute, 90 cited their lack of interest in politics, insecurity, and 79 as
irresponsible gunmen. Among 172 women interested in political participation,
83 complained of insecurity and 37 complained of the presence of irresponsible
gunmen. But 52 others have not complained (Women and Children’s Rights Re-
search Institute, 2014).

Conclusion

Although scholars and experts hold opposing viewpoints on the notion of finding a
democracy consolidated and have recommended several criteria for determining
whether a country has achieved a democratic index, there is no consensus. Some
have connected it with legitimacy, while others have equated it with qualitative and
deeper democratic development. Each country’s democratic circumstances are dis-
tinct. Consolidating democracy in Afghanistan entailed ensuring its continuity and
survival, as well as the system’s ability to deal with the risks and shocks that come
with it. But with all efforts, it failed.

The nature of administration in Afghanistan was a mix of traits seen in many
Third-World systems of governance. Individuals, not organizations, had a lot of
power in Afghanistan. Many things were done informally, and major decisions were
taken in closed-door meetings. The government had little authority in many sectors
and made compromises with several persons and groups. Violence and lawlessness
were pervasive, and conflict rages in the country’s east and south on a daily basis.
As a result of these qualities, the government lacked the rule of law throughout
the country and had no exclusive authority over justifiable violence. The govern-
ment was incapable of defending and punishing individuals who breached demo-
cratic norms. Insurgent organizations and powerful local personalities posed dan-
ger to elections, and despite international collaboration in the electoral process,
there were numerous difficulties regarding organizing free and fair elections. Every
day, the press was endangered, and many persons and groups were attempting to
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stifle it. Women were terrified of participating in politics, and in many cases, they
couldn’t do so. In many locations, civic institutions were under attack, and political
parties were unable to function.

As a result, the government’s fragility and incapacity to protect democratic norms
had always been one of the key hurdles to democracy in Afghanistan, and demo-
cratic attempts had always failed to owe to the government’s inability to defend
democratic values against insurgent groups. Due to the government’s weakness,
the growth of insecurity, the lack of rule of law, and the strengthening of incompa-
tible democrats, democratization in Afghanistan was still vulnerable to numerous
challenges, and democracy might always collapse until the law was disseminated
throughout the nation.

Many individuals were dissatisfied with the country’s democratic system due to
misunderstandings and misconceptions about democracy. As insecurity developed,
those who trusted democracy to deliver security and jobs had become increasingly
negative about democracy. Personal values, ethnic and tribal customs, and eth-
nic and tribal traditions were valued more than the law. At all levels, there was a
culture of violence, and imposing one’s will on others by force and coercion was
a common occurrence. The circle of confidence in others was small and did not
extend beyond ethnicity and tribe in most circumstances. As a result, ethnic and
religious groupings and parties predominate, with trans-ethnic groups being rare.
A review of the political landscape over the previous several years reveals that
these disputes had posed numerous challenges to the achievement of democratic
norms and reforms. Disagreements between political groups in the Bonn Agree-
ment, the constitution’s formulation, presidential and parliamentary elections, and
conflicts between various sectors of the government were all founded in rivalries,
and this was one of the country’s major roadblocks to democratic transformation.
The combination of these factors resulted in practical restrictions on competition
and legal participation in the country, posing numerous challenges to press and
media freedoms, overall political party and group functioning, women’s political
participation, and the growth of civil society, as well as increasing threats to demo-
cracy. Democratic norms and institutions were under assault, and government fra-
gility, political culture incompatible with democratic values, and societal disputes
all contribute to democracy’s instability.
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Hans-Georg Gadamr (1900 — 2002)

Being that can be understood is language (Gadamer, 2004: 470 )
Richard McKay Rorty (1931-2007)

Rorty, 1996: 22,23

Gianni Vattimo (1936 — 2003)

weak thought

Vattimo Gianni, Zabala Santiago, Mascetti Yaakov, 2002:452
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Gadamer Hans-Georg (2004(. Truth and Method, Translated by Joel Weinsheimer
and Donald Marshall, London, New York: Continuum.

Rorty Richard, (1996). Objectivity, Relativism, and Truth: Philosophical Papers,
Volume 1, Cambridge University Press.

Vattimo Gianni, Zabala Santiago, Mascetti Yaakov (2002). Weak Thought” and
the Reduction of Violence: A Dialogue with Gianni Vattimo, Common Knowledge,
Volume 8, Issue 3, Durham: Duke University Press.

Wattimo Gianni (2004). Nihilism & Emancipation: Ethics, Politics, & Law, Translated
by William McCuaig, Foreword by Richard Rorty, New York: Columbia University
Press.

Wittgenstein Ludwig (2004). Philosophical Investigations, Blackwell publishing,
third edition.

1 Jean Baudrillard (1929 — 2007)
2 hyperreality
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Le solell rouge de Kaboul

Makarim Dariosh, étudiant en ph//osoph/é
a l'université de Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne

«Lorsque vous vous dites Indien, musulman, chrétien, européen ou autre, vous étes violents. Sa-
vez-vous pourquoi ? C’est parce que vous vous séparez du reste de I’humanité et cette séparation
due a vos croyances, a votre nationalité, a vos traditions, engendre la violence. Celui qui cherche
a comprendre la violence n‘appartient a aucun pays, a aucune religion, a aucun parti politique, a
aucun systeme particulier. Ce qui lui importe c’est la compréhension totale de I’humanité.»

Jiddu Krishnamurti, philosophe indien (1895-1986)

Préface

Le 30 novembre 2021, il y a trois ans, le ministere francgais des Affaires étrangeres
nous a téléphoné par une nuit étrange et ténébreuse. Le 15 avril 2021, I'Afghanis-
tan était de nouveau occupé par les Talibans, un groupe islamique terroriste. Ma
famille, comme beaucoup d’autres, a été évacuée par RSF (Reporters Sans Fron-
tieres) et d’autres organisations basées en France, le 2 décembre, par un vol spé-
cialement affrété depuis Kaboul.

Kaboul, aprées 2001

En 2001, alafind’une longue guerre civile en Afghanistan, un processus de guérison
lente a débuté. La guerre contre le terrorisme menée par la coalition américaine a
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la fin de 2001 a entrainé des succes mi-
litaires rapides et marquants, offrant a
notre pays une chance de se libérer de
I'emprise de I'extrémisme et de sortir de
I'isolement international. En moins de
deux mois, le régime des talibans s’est
effondré, Al-Qaida a été démantelé, et
ses chefs ont été contraints de s’enfuir.
Cependant, obtenir la paix s’est révélé
bien plus complexe que de remporter
la victoire militaire. Linfrastructure po-
litique et économique du pays, détruite
par plus de vingt ans de conflits et d’ins-
tabilité, avait provoqué de profondes
divisions sectaires et régionales au sein
de notre nation multiethnique.

La génération née apres les années
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sombres de la guerre, particulierement
suite au regne des talibans de 1995 a
2001, et le systeme de gouvernement
mis en place par la suite, étaient im-
prégnés des valeurs de I'époque des
Moudjahidines et des talibans, centrées
sur les idéaux djihadistes et islamiques.
A Kaboul et dans d’autres villes d’Afgha-
nistan, on a vu apparaitre des écoles,
des universités et des bibliotheques.
Celles-ci proposaient une abondance
de livres religieux islamiques, mais aus-
si des traités philosophiques et des ro-
mans célébres importés, notamment,
d’lran. Cela a amené notre génération
a découvrir les ceuvres de grands pen-
seurs occidentaux et a se confronter a
leurs théories critiques.
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Mes origines

Je suis né dans une famille instruite, en
avril 2002, juste aprés la chute du ré-
gime Taliban. Le premier journal libre et
indépendant, “Arman-e-Mili”, a été fon-
dé par mon pére un an apres cet évé-
nement. Ma mere, quant a elle, a fait
une carriére de dentiste. A I’age de sept
ans, j’ai découvert que j’avais du talent
pour le ballon rond. Cela m’a amené a
rejoindre I'équipe nationale d’Afghanis-
tan des moins de douze ans. J'en avais
a peine dix. Pendant cinq ans, j'ai joué
pour cette équipe et y ai atteint un bon
niveau. Mais des raisons de sécurité et
la corruption endémique dans la fédé-
ration m’ont forcé a quitter I'équipe au
milieu de mes quinze ans.

Le monde des livres

Un an plus tard, attiré par le monde des
livres et des idées, je me suis mis a la
recherche du roman philosophique “Le
monde de Sophie” de Jostien Gaarder.
C’était Samim Faramarz, mon cousin
germain, 'un des journalistes les plus
talentueux et les plus connus de la der-
niére décennie, qui m’avait recomman-
dé ce roman quand j'ai commencé a
lui poser des questions sur |'existence,
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Dieu et le sens de la vie. Un jour, alors
que nous rentrions chez nous apres un
match de foot, il me dit que “Sophie’s
World” serait un bon début pour moi.
Le 5 décembre 2018, Samim a été tué
dans une explosion alors qu’il en cou-
vrait une autre a l'ouest de Kaboul.
“l'idéologie I'a tué... Pour rien!”

Enfin, j’ai trouvé ce roman dans une
nouvelle librairie du centre de Kaboul.
Je I'ai lu, encore et encore, et j'ai com-
mencé a remettre en question tout ce
avec quoi j’avais grandi. Ce livre m’a
incité a lire d’autres livres, d’autres ro-
mans. Ces nouvelles expériences de lec-
ture étaient a la fois passionnantes et ef-
frayantes pour un garcon élevé comme
moi dans une communauté pétrie de
valeurs islamiques. Si la lecture de ces
ceuvres m’a conduit a me détacher de
mes amis et de mon environnement, il
me semble que c’était bien pour moi.
Pour la premiére fois de ma vie, j'ai dé-
couvert, pour la premiere fois, une pas-
sion qui surpassait méme celle du foot-
ball. )’ai été attiré par un autre monde :
celui des romanciers. Ainsi, et de facon
tout a fait inattendue, j'ai rencontré un
monde de douleur, de beauté, d’amour
et de solitude. Mon jeune esprit s’est

nous laisse pénétrer dans un monde merveilleux, nous
rencontrer et nous saluer, méme faire un bout de chemin
ensemble. Puis nous nous perdons de vue et disparaissons
aussi brusquement que nous sommes venus la premiére
fois.»

Le monde de Sophie, Jostien Gaarder, 1991
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ainsi trouvé en parfaite adéquation
avec les auteurs occidentaux et les per-
sonnages qu’ils avaient créés : Le Bossu
de Notre-Dame, Lidiot, La fille aux yeux
d’or, La Métamorphose, L'étranger et
Le Petit Prince. A ’Age de dix-sept ans,
mon esprit était rempli de questions
sans réponses. Et comme je ne trouvais
plus en mes amis d’interlocuteurs a qui
me fier, je me tournai désormais vers
mes professeurs de philosophie et de
littérature.

Eveil a la philosophie

Mon apprentissage de la philosophie a
commencé avec le professeur Eshraq
Hussain, un vieil ami proche de mon
pere. Il était 'une des rares personnes
a Kaboul qui m’ait permis de poser des
guestions sans hésitations. Au cours des
vingt derniéres années, le professeur
Eshrag a écrit de nombreux livres et
articles sur la philosophie, I’lherméneu-
tigue et le multiculturalisme. En effet,
apres 2002, il a été I'une des premiéres
personnalités qui - aprés trente ans
de guerre en Afghanistan - ait discu-
té d’importants sujets philosophiques
tels que I'herméneutique, la philoso-
phie contemporaine, la philosophie des
sciences sociales, le pluralisme, et, plus
récemment le multiculturalisme : un su-
jet philosophique complétement post-
moderne, en Afghanistan. Alors que je
fréquentais I'école en 2017, je suis tom-
bé sur un article concernant les religions
et les superstitions, écrit par Bertrand
Russel, un philosophe anglais. Quand
je suis rentré chez moi, j’ai pris mon té-
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léphone et j'ai envoyé un message au
professeur Eshraq, lui demandant si la
religion est un phénomene culturel ? Et
il a simplement répondu : Oui.

C’est a ce moment qu’un dialogue a
long terme avec le professeur Eshraq a
commencé.

Une maniere de salon littéraire : la
maison du pluralisme a Kaboul

La reconstitution d’'un gouvernement
en Afghanistan apres 2002 a donné
I'occasion a un groupe d’écrivains, de
journalistes et d’intellectuels en Afgha-
nistan de se réunir et d’entamer un
dialogue apres de nombreuses années
d’'une guerre sanglante. Notre maison
a Kaboul servait de lieu pour ces ren-
contres amicales et enrichissantes, cen-
trées sur des discussions portant sur la
philosophie, la religion, la littérature
et I'histoire. En général, ces réunions
avaient lieu une fois par mois. C'est
la que j'ai eu l'occasion de rencontrer,
entre autres, le professeur Eshrag. Ces
échanges favorisaient un environne-
ment multiculturel ol des personnes
aux croyances et perspectives variées se
cOtoyaient : certains étaient marxistes,
d’autres religieux, certains athées,
d’autres agnostiques. Certains partici-
pants avaient des opinions politiques
de gauche, d’autres de droite. J'assis-
tais parfois a ces discussions, écoutant
leurs échanges méme si, a I'époque, je
ne comprenais pas toujours leurs pro-
pos. Fasciné par les livres et les idées,
j'appréciais I'ambiance pluraliste qui ré-
gnait dans notre maison. Aujourd’hui,
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en repensant a cette période récente,
je ressens dans l'atmosphere de ces
échanges quelque chose qui rappelle
I'ceuvre du philosophe politique fran-
cais du XVle siecle, Jean Bodin. Dans
son ouvrage «Colloquium Heptaplo-
meres», il décrit une discussion res-
pectueuse entre sept intellectuels aux
opinions variées. Pendant sept jours,
ils débattent et échangent sur un sujet
philosophique, dans l'esprit du Moyen
Age. En tant qu’individus raisonnables,
doués de raison et d’intelligence, ils
parviennent aisément a se tolérer mu-
tuellement. Ainsi, aucun ne se conver-
tit a une autre religion ou ne change
de conviction, et la discussion méne a
une tolérance accrue envers les idées
de chacun, une tolérance qui se traduit
par un respect mutuel.

Premiére expérience journalistique

olloqu
of the Seven about ¢
of the Sublime

BY JEAN BODIN

TRANSLATION WITH INTRODUCTION, ANNOTATIONS,
AND CrrticAL REApINGS, BY

Marion Leathers Dantels Kuntz
|
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En 2018, alors que jétais en classe de
premiere et passionné par la philoso-
phie, mon pere m’a proposé de créer
une page dans son journal dédiée aux
amateurs de sagesse. J’ai accepté son
idée et baptisé cette rubrique « Pensée
et Connaissance ». Un groupe compo-
sé d’écrivains et d’enseignants, moi y
compris, a alors commencé a publier
des articles philosophiques, épistémo-
logiques et culturels, trois fois par se-
maine. J'y présentais régulierement des
nouveaux ouvrages, faisais des critiques
de films ou écrivais sur les philosophes
existentialistes francais.

2021, Kaboul retombe aux mains des
Talibans

La chute de Kaboul était inattendue. La
ville est tombée dans un silence étrange
lorsque les Talibans sont arrivés. Tout
s’est passé en un instant, comme dans
les films : les gens couraient vers |'aé-
roport, les jeunes tombaient des avions
et les coups de feu retentissaient toutes
les deux minutes. Ce fut un choc pour
nous tous. La chute de Kaboul a boule-
versé radicalement notre vie. Une nou-
velle ere de migration a commencé.

La nouvelle du départ de mes amis ne
quittait plus mon esprit. Le Canada, l'Al-
lemagne, I'ltalie, la France et la Turquie
étaient des destinations pour certains,
tandis que d’autres ont préféré les Etats-
Unis. Dans le méme temps, les Talibans
ont arrété et tué bon nombre de per-
sonnes. Le 5 septembre, le meilleur ami
de mon pere, Fahim Dashty, qui était
aussi le journaliste le plus connu en
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Afghanistan, a été capturé et tué dans
le Dashtak Panjshir, son pays natal. A
cause de tout ce que nous avons vécu,
j’étais psychologiquement tres affecté.
Mon péere Perdu la parole pendant pres
d’un mois du fait de la mort brutale de
son meilleur ami. LU'espoir d’étre évacué
dans un avenir proche, me rendit alors
plus attentif aux choses du quotidien.
Sans doute pour une derniere fois, le-
sancrer tout a fait dans ma mémoire. Je
me suis assis sous l'arbre ou je méditais
fréequemment, jai vu le soleil rouge
tomber et j'ai remarqué un chien per-
du sur la route, hagard, qui portait dans
ses yeux la tristesse du monde. Trois
mois ont passé... Le 10 décembre 2021,
je suis arrivé en France, apres une es-
cale de sept jours au Qatar.

Le Mans, France, 2021

En arrivant en France, j'étais d’angoisse,
effrayé et rempli d’espoir. Pendant mes
premiers mois au Mans, javais le mal
du pays et le désir de rentrer chez moi.
La nostalgie de ma ville natale m’étrei-
gnait tous les jours. Kaboul était le
lieu de ma naissance, de mon adoles-
cence, celui ou j'avais appris a lire et a
écrire, ou je m’était fait des amis, ou
j’était tombé amoureux. J'y avait per-

Ahmad Zahir, 1946-1979
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du des étres chers et j'y avais laissé
d’'innombrables souvenirs. Ahmad Za-
hir était le seul personne qui pouvait
m’offrir un peu de calme pendant mes
premiers mois en France. La chanson
d’Ahmad Zahir “Man nainawzam», qui
parle d’un flGtiste solitaire, m’a aidé a
me détendre apres avoir quitté Kaboul.
Les paroles de cette chanson racontent
I"histoire d’un musicien désolé et brisé
qui joue de la flite dans ses nuits soli-
taires. Cette chanson m’a toujours fait
fermer les yeux et je m’imaginais sous
le ciel bleu de Kaboul par une froide
matinée du printemps 2012.

Bahar

Ma petite sceur, Bahar - « printemps »
en persan - s’est adaptée et a trouvé
son chemin tres facilement en France.
Apres six mois, elle a commencé a par-
ler francais couramment. Son profes-
seur principal au lycée, l'appelait a la
fois “ma championne” et “mon éleve
de génie”. Je lui ai demandé une fois
comment tu vois le systeme éducatif
Francais par rapport a I'Afghanistan ?
En réponse, elle a déclaré : «Nous li-
sons tout ici ; nous abordons les sujets
avec une perspective critique, et nous
tenons tous les individus pour ce qu’ils
sont, sans établir forcément de hié-
rarchie entre eux.» Quand je lui ai posé
des questions sur la langue francaise et
qguels auteurs ils lisaient, sa réponse n’a
pas été celle a laquelle je m’attendais.
Elle dit qu’en raison du fait que la lec-
ture des ceuvres des auteurs francais
est obligatoire pour les étudiants, ces
derniers n’y prennent pas grand plaisir,
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ce qui est ennuyeux car beaucoup les
oublient.

La Maison des Langues

A Kaboul, j’ai achevé mes études et ob-
tenu mon diplome en février 2021. Mon
projet initial était de partir en Inde pour
y suivre une licence en philosophie. Ce-
pendant, quelgues mois plus tard, face
au bouleversement de la situation et
a notre évacuation vers la France, j’ai
décidé de me tourner vers une licence
en lettres modernes a l'université. Un
ami m’a alors recommandé l'adresse de
la Maison des Langues et m’a suggéré
d’y approfondir mon apprentissage du
francais dans un cadre académique,
ce qui m’a particulierement attiré vers
I’Université du Mans. A la Maison des
Langues, jai rencontré des profes-
seurs bienveillants et déterminés, qui
m’ont beaucoup soutenu. Aujourd’hui,
lorsque j’en parle avec mes amis, je leur
dis que sans la Maison des Langues,
notre intégration en France aurait été
bien plus compliquée et désordonnée.
L'acces a I'espace académique nous au-
rait été limité, et nous aurions rencon-
tré de nombreuses difficultés. En fin de
compte, j'ai obtenu mon diplome de ni-
veau B2 en juin 2024.

Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne

A la fin du mois d’ao(t 2024, jai été
accepté a I'Université Paris 1 Pan-
théon-Sorbonne.

Commencer mes études de philosophie
dans cette institution marque un nou-
veau chapitre pour moi, a la fois sur
le plan personnel et collectif, dans ma
démarche intellectuelle. Faire partie
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des rares étudiants venus d’Afghanis-
tan a rejoindre les bancs de cette pres-
tigieuse université en tant qu’étudiant
en philosophie est une expérience que
je vis intensément, presque comme un
privilege unique, mais aussi comme une
responsabilité. La Sorbonne dépasse le
cadre d’une simple université ; elle est
un véritable carrefour de pensées, une
mosaique ou se rencontrent des idées
anciennes et nouvelles, conférant a
chaque concept et a chaque débat une
dimension particuliere.

Jimagine des moments d’échanges ou
nos voix, portant les récits de Kaboul et
d’autres horizons, se méleront a celles
d’étudiants venus du monde entier. En
cette période de transition, je ressens
gue la philosophie peut offrir ici, plus
gu’ailleurs, un lieu de résistance douce,
un espace de réflexion ou la culture et
la pensée restent protégées des tur-
bulences du monde.

Aujourd’hui

Pour conclure, avec ce que nous avons
enduré, et avec cette croyance que ce
monde est en proie a l'injustice, méme
si cette injustice n’est vue qu’a travers
une lentille idéologique, ou plut6t a tra-
vers mes expériences et mes observa-
tions du monde, j’ai foi dans un avenir
brillant et humain. Je crois que toute
personne qui a faim peut étre nourrie.
Chacun a quelque chose a apporter au
monde. Il est possible pour tous d’avoir
un chez-soi. Celam’adonné la force d’af-
fronter l'injustice et la souffrance dans
le monde, et me permet aujourd’hui de
dire oui a la vie.
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Quot1 ! Mon frere le Turc ? Mon frere le Chinois ? Le Juif ? Le
Siamois ? Oul, sans doute; ne sommes-nous pas tous enfants du
méme pere, et créatures du méme Dieu ?

-Francois Voltaire, Traité sur la tolérance, 1763
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